FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

best when things were looking really black. At times the Germans
may have looked like winning the war but that was no reason why
H.E. should not attend Gezira races to see his horse run in the 2.30.

During that first week of June 1940 with France practically
out of the war and the Dunkirk evacuation completed, it was
obviously only a question of days, if not hours, before Italy struck.
It seemed clear to me that the I.A.F. must be our immediate
objective wherever they could be reached and, if possible, before
they had taken the precaution of dispersing their aircraft or supply
dumps. The destruction of the dumps in I.E.A. was particularly
important; though they could fly 8.79 bombers from Libya to
Eritrea as reinforcements, they could not hope to replenish their
fuel and ammunition supplies whilst the blockade was complete
by sea and land.

My dispositions to carry this plan into effect were briefly as
follows:

In the Western Desert, with headquarters near Mersa
Matruh, Air Commodore Gollishaw had three Blenheim
squadrons, Nos. 113, 45 and 211, one Gladiator squadron,
No. 33, and one of Lysanders, No. 208.

In the Sudan, Group-Captain Macdonald commanding No.
254 Wing with headquarters at Erkoweit had three squadrons
of Wellesleys, Nos. 47, 223 and 14, a flight of Vincents and a
flight of Gladiators from No. 112 Squadron.

In Kenya, Group-Captain W. Sowrey had under his opera-
tional control three South African squadrons, No. i with
Gladiators, No. 11 with Battles, and No. 12 with German built
J.U.86s. In addition, there was No. 237 Rhodesian Squadron
with some old biplanes, and the Kenya Auxiliary Air Unit
with various communication types.

At Aden, Air Vice-Marshal G. R. M. Reid, the Garrison
as well as the Air Force Commander, had three Blenheim
squadrons, Nos. 203, 8 and 39, and No. 94 Gladiator Squadron
incomplete.

The fighter defence of Egypt came under No. 252 Wing,,
with improvised headquarters just outside Alexandria. No. 80
Gladiator Squadron at Amriya and two flights of No. 112
Gladiators at Helwan were initially available to meet the
anticipated Italian air attack on the Fleet at Alexandria which,
thank goodness, did not seriously materialize. Lack of R.D.F.
was a grave handicap, particularly as no observer warning
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